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ISAC Awards Excellence in Action Awards 
West Des Moines, IA – The Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC) awarded its 2012 Excellence in Action Awards on Wednesday, November 28, 2012 during the General Session at the 2012 ISAC Fall School of Instruction at the Veterans Memorial Community Choice Credit Union Convention Center in Des Moines. Award winners included the Buchanan County Sustainable Living Cabins, the Community Services Network, and the Johnson County Small Wind Innovation Zone. 
The Excellence in Action Award program is a competitive awards program which seeks to recognize innovative county government employees, programs, and projects. Nominations were reviewed and rated based on the following seven attributes: creativity, innovation, cost savings, replication, leadership, increased efficiency, cooperation with others, and perseverance.
The Buchanan County Conservation Board (BCCB) designed and constructed two “Sustainable Living Cabins” in Fontana Park near Hazleton. The cabins received the award not only because the cabins model conservation and sustainability, but because the BCCB showed leadership and innovation by providing the public an opportunity to experience living in a facility with a degree of practical conservation, energy efficiency and renewable energy. Buchanan County Conservation Board Executive Director Dan Cohen and Buchanan County Supervisors Ellen Gaffney and Ralph Kremer accepted the award.  
The Community Services Network (CSN) was developed in coordination of the counties, the Iowa County Community Services Association and ISAC. CSN is the only comprehensive and interconnected mental health client information system in the state of Iowa. Users of the system can manage clients, issue funding notices, process payments (manual and electronic), and develop budgets. With adjudication, electronic claims loading and standardized service definition, not only do counties have better data tracking capabilities, but the ability to better serve individuals has been greatly enhanced. This system is utilized by 95 counties and all 99 have connectivity. Members of the CSN Steering Committee accepted the award. 

The Johnson County Small Wind Innovation Zone was one of the first two areas in Iowa recognized by the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB) as a Small Wind Innovation Zone. This IUB designation encourages the development of private and distributed wind generation systems statewide and was received by Johnson County in March 2012. Benefits to residents in the Small Wind Innovation Zone include: first consideration for available renewable energy tax credits for new turbine owners, and an expedited application process for interconnecting small wind energy systems with the local electric utility’s grid. Johnson County Planning and Zoning Administrator Rick Dvorak and Johnson County Supervisor Terrence Neuzil accepted the award. 
If you want more information about the Excellence in Action program please visit www.iowacounties.org or contact Robin Harlow directly at 515.244.7181 or email rharlow@iowacounties.org. 
The Iowa State Association of Counties is a private, nonprofit corporation whose members are county officials from the 99 counties in Iowa.  ISAC’s mission is to promote effective and responsible county government for the people of Iowa. 
